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the same old gentleman that if France were
wantonly attacked, Russia would intervene. Hence,
with gnashings of teeth, the would-be destroyers of
France had to postpone their malignant design.
France, however, was well aware of the constant
peril in which she stood, and, having lost Strasburg
and Metz, she knew that she would be almost defence-
less in face of a German invasion. She therefore
sought to end the isolation to which Bismarck's
astute diplomacy had reduced her. Her opportunity
came with Bismarck's fall. For, as we have seen, in
J89o Kaiser William n allowed the Russo-Gennan
treaty of 1884 to lapse, and inaugurated a Near
Eastern policy that alienated and alarmed the Tsar.
Hence France and Russia drew together, and in 1897
the conclusion of a formal alliance was announced.
Meantime Great Britain had been surprised and
alarmed by accumulating evidence of the novel
^^friendliness of the parvenu German Empire. Until
the advent of William n, in spite of the boorishness
of Bismarck, the Germans had always been regarded
a$ kindly if somewhat ill-mannered cousins to the
English. But William n speedily displayed an inso-
lent hostility7 to Britain that caused his grandmother,
Queen Victoria, much concern, and his uncle, the
Prince of Wales (afterwards King Edward VH), intense
ai*ttoyance. Its most striking manifestation was the
notorious 'Krager telegram' of January 1896, which
undoubtedly would have been the precursor of
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